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Welcome, Principal Neloms

September 2020 Issue

Dear Family and Friends of the Wagener-Salley High School Community,

I am honored and humbled to be a�orded this opportunity to serve as the principal of Wagener-Salley 
High School.  In my 20 years as an educator, I have taught middle and high school, coached several 
sports, advised numerous clubs, served as an Assistant Administrator, Assistant Principal and as an 
Instructional Coordinator. Sharing in this journey with me is my wife of 17 years Amy, my son 
Rasheem Jr (16), and my daughters Imani (13) and Naima (8).

�rough all of these experiences in my educational and life journey, I have developed the belief that 
education is the greatest equalizer.  As I grow as a person and an instructional leader, I understand 
that success does not rest where we begin but how we maximize our talents, pursuits, and purposes.  As 
the newest member of the Wagener-Salley family, I seek to share this belief, lead with a servant heart 
and foster collaboration, so we can educate, motivate, and shape the futures of our children in helping 
them to become productive citizens and adults. 

As we navigate through these unprecedented times, we will face new obstacles that will challenge us to 
do things di�erently when it comes to how we educate our children. In order to continue the legacy of 
success that has been established by our faculty, sta�, students, parents, and community members, we 
must be committed to open, honest and tactful communication with all stakeholders to ensure we make 
data-based decisions that is in the best interest of our scholars.

Yours in Education, 
 
Rasheem L. Neloms
Principal



Say Cheese!
The junior class of 2020 
returned to campus on 
August 11, 2020 as the 
Seniors class of 2021! 
Appointment were made the 
weeks prior for this much 
anticipated day. 

 Ni'Tavier Gilbert prepares 
for her formal picture. 

Strawbridge Studios is the 
school photographer this 
year. They offered four 
backdrops with formal shots 
as well as in a casual out�t 
of the students choice. 

Proofs will be emailed 
directly to the 
student/parent at the email 
they provided at the photo 
shoot. 

Make up pictures will be 
taken on November 4th. This 
will be the ONLY makeup 
day. Student not adhering to 
the dress requirements: Girls- 
black blouse and Boys: White 
Collared Button Down with a 
Black Tie- are asked to plan 
to retake the image. Those 
that missed the photo shoot 
may take the formal pictures 
ONLY on makeup day. 

The yearbook will feature 
both a formal picture and 
casual picture of each senior 
if available. 
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Joshua Reid shows his true 
character during his formal 
picture.
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Underclassman and 
Faculty/Staff pictures will be 
taken on September 8th and 
9th. Virtual students are 
asked to come  on Tuesday 
between the hours of 10-
11:30AM ONLY. 
 
Blue Cohort students will be 
photographed on Sept. 8th 
during their English class, 
and Red Cohort students will 
be photographed on Sept. 
9th during their English 
class. Proofs will be provided 
within 3-4 weeks. 

Please be present for this 
opportunity! As there will 
only be ONE makeup day. 



As of Monday, 
August 24, the 
faculty and staff 
returned to the 
school building. 
There are new 
editions to our little 
school team as well 
as the return of 
your all-time 
favorites! 
Ms. Rentz has 
joined the 
Freshmen Academy 
and Science Team! 
She has a degree in 
Ecology from 
Augusta University.

She will teach 
Environmental 
Science, Earth 
Science, and Physics.
This is her �rst year 
and she is excited to 
get started.
In her free time, she 
enjoys doing 
volunteer research 
projects, reading sci-
� novels, hiking and 
traveling, watching 
Net�ix, and playing 
with my orange 
Persian cat, Al�e.

After 2 years, he 
transferred to USC-
Aiken and majored in 
sociology with a 
minor in 
communications. 
He  has been 
coaching at Aiken 
High for the last 10 
years, He led the 
strength and 
conditioning 
program all 10 of 
those years, I 
coached the JV team 
for 8 of those years, 
and the last 2 he 
was  the assistant 
varsity coach. It has 
always been a dream 
of his to be a head 
coach and he is 
looking forward to 
this opportunity with 
Wagener-Salley. War 
Eagle!

The 
Little
School
Team

Coach Andrews is 
originally from 
Greenville, South 
Carolina where he 
graduated from J.L. 
Mann High School. He 
attended USC-
Lancaster where he 
played baseball. 

Ms. Rentz  Coach Andrews
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Ms. Williams-Shealy

Ms. Williams-Shealy is the teacher for 
Theatre I, English I, and English II 
Honors this year. She is originally 
from Orangeburg, SC and is a 
graduate of Lander University's 
Honors College. When she's not 
teaching, she loves reading, writing, 
painting, and dreaming about her 
next trip abroad. Ms. Williams-Shealy 
is also a published author and has a 
sassy cat named Pepper at home.

 

 
Mrs. Williams is a Business and 
Technology Education Teacher with 
10+ years of experience managing 
classrooms of 20-25 students under 
general supervision and assists 
students in learning content and/or 
skills that will ensure effective 
development as college and career 
ready adults. Skilled at using positive 
reinforcement teaching practices to 
encourage student behavior and 
growth. Licensed teacher in the state 
of South Carolina, with a B.S. in 
Business Administration/Computer 
Science, M.ED in Technology, and Ed.S. 
in School Administration. She is 
looking to share her creativity and 
teaching experience to engage all 
students.

Chicken Breast with Tomatoes and Garlic by Olena 
Osipov of ifoodreal.com
 
Chicken Breast with Tomatoes is 30 minute healthy 
dinner recipe with quickly seared chicken tenders, then 
sautéed with fresh tomatoes, garlic and oregano.
Prep Time: 8 minutes
Cook Time: 16 minutes
Total Time: 24 minutes
Yield: 8 servings - 198 Calories per serving
 
Ingredients
Chicken Breasts:
4 large (2-3 lbs) chicken breasts, boneless &amp; skinless
1/2 tsp dried oregano
1/2 tsp salt
Ground black pepper, to taste
Avocado oil
Sauce:
4 large (3 lbs) ripe tomatoes, cut into half moon shapes
5 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 tsp dried oregano
1/4 tsp salt
Ground black pepper, to taste
Basil or parsley, �nely chopped
Instructions
Cut chicken breasts into tenders.
Sprinkle with 1/2 tsp oregano, 1/2 tsp salt and pepper to 
taste. Gently toss around to coat evenly.
Slice tomatoes and chop garlic.
Preheat large ceramic non-stick skillet on medium heat 
and swirl a bit of oil to coat.
Add half of chicken and cook for 5 minutes or until 
golden brown on each side. Transfer to a dish and cook 
remaining chicken this way.

Reduce heat to low, add garlic and 1/2 tsp oregano. Cook 
for 1 minute, stirring frequently (add a bit of oil if there 
was none left from cooking chicken).
Layer tomatoes on top, sprinkle with 1/4 tsp salt and 
pepper to taste. Turn up the heat to medium and cook 
tomatoes for about 5 minutes, gently tossing them 
around (if tomatoes aren’t juicy enough, add a splash of 
water).
When tomatoes have released their juices and turned 
into fresh tomato sauce, turn off the heat and return 
chicken back to skillet.
Gently tuck it in between tomatoes and sprinkle with 
fresh basil or parsley.
Serve warm with whole wheat spaghetti, quinoa, brown 
rice or buckwheat.

The Little School Team 
Cont'd

Akin's In Action
Healthy, Meal Options

Mrs. Williams
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Col. Joye spoke of his 
JROTC program 
highlights.  Students do not 
have to plan for a military 
career to be in his program. 
Students are able to learn 
structure and leadership 
skills. 

Mr. Busbee and Mr. Derrick 
discussed their Agricultural 
programs. They offer two 
different tracks based on a 
students interest. Their 
program is for everyone. 
Don't let the name fool you. 
They are growing leaders 
in the FFA. 

Mrs. Akins exhibited one of 
the stimulated babies from 
her Child Development 
course. She provided 
additional information on 
the Family Consumer 
Science program, which 
includes Food/Nutrition. 
She is also the Teacher 
Cadet instructor, which 
earns 3 credit hours of dual 
enrollment. 

Students and their families 
were able to meet Principal 
Neloms during this event. 

New Students on 
Campus

Mr. Neloms shared his 
passions and goals for the 
students. 

Dr. Johnson, our Assistant 
Principal, shared 
his    involvement as 
disciplinarian on the 
Administration team. . 

Mrs. Hilliard, our Guidance 
Counselor, assisted students 
with schedule changes and 
course information. 

Thank you to everyone that 
came out for this event. 

            August 25 and 27, 
Wagener- Salley hosted a 
freshmen and new student 
orientation. Mr. Morrison, the 
freshmen class sponsor, 
organized and informative 
night. 

Students and their families 
were introduced to a variety of 
Wagener-Salley faculty. 

Class of 2024 arrives

Mr. Morrison introduces Mrs. 
Hornsby. 
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Principal Neloms

Mrs. Hilliard assists parents 
and students. 



In War Eagle Football News: 
Currently, we are working out 
in Phase 1.5 in two groups. On 
Monday - 8/31 - we get to 
have the whole group 
together for the �rst time 
and continue in Phase 1.5. Our 
�rst padded practice will be 
on 9/8.

We have a home scrimmage 
on the morning on 9/12 at 
8:30 AM against Edisto and 
Lewisville.
On Friday - 9/18 - we go to 
Batesburg-Leesville for a 
second scrimmage at 7:30.
Our �rst of�cial game is at 
home against HKT on 9/25.

The kids have worked 
extremely hard in dif�cult 
circumstances in a cloud of 
uncertainty all summer long 
and we are all excited for the 
season!

Coach's 
Corner

Wagener-Salley Varsity Football 2020 Schedule
Date                               Opponent                        Home/Away         Time   
9/12                            Edisto/Lewisville (Scrimmage)       Home                 8:30 
am        9/18                          Batesburg-Leesville(Scrimmage)      Away                     
7:30
9/25                           HKT                                            Home                    7:30
10/2                               Blackville-Hilda                         Away                     7:30
10/9                               Williston-Elko                            Away                     7:30
10/16                            OPEN 
10/23                            Ridge Spring-Monetta                Away                      7:00
10/30                            Denmark-Olar                           Home                     7:30
11/6                              Calhoun County                         Home                     7:30
* Face Masks Required and Limited Capacity

Headed to the Game? 
Things You Need to Know!!

Limited Capacity of 700
Face Mask Required

Social Distancing

SCHSL Passes are Valid for Entry. 
No free entry will be o�ered to 
Local and/or Middle and High 

school sports teams or 
organizations, nor faculty/sta�.  

NO BILLS OVER A $20 WILL BE 
ACCEPTED AT THE GATE!

Virtual College Application Day
 
Friday, September 18th
 
Seniors, Mark Your Calendars!!!



Wagener-Salley High School
JV/Varsity Volleyball

Fall 2020
 

September 8 at Denmark-Olar** 5:30 Varsity
September 9 Pelion 5:30 JV

6:30 Varsity
September 10 at Bamberg-Ehrhardt 5:30 JV

6:30 Varsity
September 15 at North** 5:30 Varsity

September 19 Branchville Tournament ALL DAY
September 22 Blackville-Hilda** 5:30 Varsity

September 23 Branchville 5:30 JV
6:30 Varsity

September 28 at Strom Thurmond 5:30 JV
6:30 Varsity

September 29 at HKT** 5:30 Varsity
October 6 Ridge-Spring Monetta** 5:30 Varsity

October 8 at Branchville 5:30 JV
6:30 Varsity

October 13 Calhoun County** 5:30 Varsity
October 14 at Pelion 5:30 JV

6:30 Varsity
October 15 Strom Thurmond 5:30 JV

6:30 Varsity
October 20 at Williston-Elko** 5:30 Varsity

October 22 Bamberg-Ehrhardt 5:30 JV
6:30 Varsity

**= denotes region games
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Terminology- Spectator's Guide
Ayreanna Wood 

Ever attend a game an wonder 
what the players and coach are 
talking about? Use this guide to 

learn a few new terms.
  

Rally is when the ball is in a 
continuous play. Approach is the 
footwork a hitter uses to gain the 

momentum to spike the ball.
 

Serve-The server uses one 
open hand to swing 
overhead and send the 
ball over the net from 
behind the end line. 
Players can also do an 
underhand serve.

Block-When an attacker 
goes to spike, the 
blocker jumps up with 
their hands up trying to 
stop the ball. This does 
not count as one of the 
three attempts to get 
the ball over.

Pass/Bump is the �rst 
move made after the 
server serves from the 
opposing team. To 
bump/pass you need 
your chin to be down, 
knees bent, and forearms 
out.

Spike/Hit-First, the 
setter sets the ball for 
the hitter to make a 
hit/spike. To spike, 
place your hand into 
a loosely cupped 
shape of the ball. 
While doing this you 
must move your arm 
into a swinging 
motion to make 
contact with the ball.

Set-The player who sets 
is called the setter. To set 
you have your hands 
overhead with your �rst 
three �ngers in a sort of 
triangle shape. You can 
also do a bump set. You 
do this the same way you 
would pass.

Kill is where a hitter 
makes a spike that is so 
good that it is non-
returnable. The ball 
typically hits straight to 
the �oor of the 
opposing side or a 
player usually "shanks" 
the ball.

Dig is the �rst contact 
from the defensive team 
after the attacker on the 
opposing team sends the 
ball over.
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 STUDENTS FROM
 THE PAST 

 Share their 
Story

 

My name is Christopher Salley, I 
grew up in Salley, SC and have 
lived here my whole life. I went to 
WSHS and graduated in 2008. 
Times were way different then. 
The world today is a scary place. I 
want you to know that it’s okay to 
be afraid. It’s okay to not know 
what you want to do when you 
“grow up.” If you have already 
done the math, you should know if 
I graduated in 2008 that makes 
me around 30 or 31. I know I don’t 
have the most experience in life 
but I do have some and I want to 
share my story with you. 

At 18 years old, as a senior in 
high school, I thought I had my 
future set and I was determined 
that I was going to do it. I always 
said, I wanted to get out of the 
area, Wagener to me was just a 
black hole, and if you stayed 
here, you would be stuck here 
forever. Is that a bad thing? Does 
that mean you are “less 
successful” if you don’t get out 
and “do great things?” Not at all! 
So, at 18, I had the plan: go to 
college, get married, have a 
family, be successful and at that 
time, my major was going to be 
architecture. That lasted about 
the �rst week of my college 
career, as I quickly changed my 
major to agricultural education 
due to being a member of the 
FFA in high school; I thought that 
I could “pull that off.” My how I 
was wrong! I spent my �rst 
college semester at Tri-County 
Tech, with intentions of 
transferring to Clemson, to save 
money. Well, as it happens, an 18-
year-old given that much 
freedom, is never a good thing, 
unless he/ she can self -discipline, 
I could not! My �rst 
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    semester was a disaster and I 
transferred closer to home for the 
second semester. I went to Aiken 
Tech, undecided at this point on 
what I wanted to do, or even if I 
wanted to go to college anymore. I 
decided after another terrible 
semester, college just was not for 
me. 
  
So I decided to get a job! I started 
working at the Sheriff’s of�ce in 
Aiken as a 911 dispatcher. I loved 
that job! I thought this is it, this is 
what I want to do. As the years 
past, and I thoroughly learned my 
job inside and out, I felt like 
something was missing. I felt like, 
okay here I am again, back living 
with my parents, stuck in 
Salley/Wagener’s “black hole.” I 
felt like I had a purpose to do 
more with my life, to be more in 
life. 
 
At 21 years old, I joined the 
Marines. After boot camp I came 
back, bought a house, and went 
back to the sheriff’s of�ce as a 911 
dispatcher because I was not in 
active duty. Still, something was 
missing. I was back in the “black 
hole” and back to my old job after 
becoming a Marine. I was a 
Marine now. I had been places, 
and I didn’t want to sit behind a 
computer anymore, so I decided to 
change jobs and become a deputy 
for the sheriff’s of�ce. I went to 
the training at the academy came 
back and went to work. My entire 
career ahead of me, I was �nally 
happy. I was living life, doing an 
amazing job, which I truly enjoyed. 
It wasn’t just a job to me, it was 
my career. 
 
Not but 2 years in to my law 
enforcement career, I was involved 
in an of�cer involved shooting. 
That one incident, changed my 
entire life, forever.

        JUST A SMALL TOWN BOY

. I was justi�ed and cleared to go back 
to work, and mistakenly, I went back 
too soon. My life took a sort of dark 
road over the next few months dealing 
with depression, anxiety, guilt, pain, and 
pressure that I was under from being a 
“great deputy.” I turned to alcohol to 
help with the pain I was feeling, I made 
a terrible decision that would cost me 
my career. I was let go from the 
sheriff’s of�ce and was truly 
“devastated.” I lost everything, my entire 
career I had spent years building, just 
ripped away by one bad decision. That 
is how fast and easy it is to lose a 
dream.
 
After the “fall of Chris Salley”, as I like 
to call it, I had to bounce back. I did! I 
went back to my roots in 
telecommunications and started a new 
career in Columbia as a 911 dispatcher.
 
After a few years of unhappiness there, 
my family and I decided to buy 
Busbee’s Hardware store in Wagener 
and run our own business, so that is 
what we did!

 The point of my story is to not brag 
about accomplishments, but to just 
acknowledge the fact that this “small 
town boy” has been all over this great 
country of ours, met countless friends, 
had several different jobs, careers, 
failures, etc., but in the end, when you 
�nd your place in life, whether it’s in a 
little town, or a metropolitan city, you 
can achieve anything you want, if you 
are willing to put your mind to it. Just 
because you come from a small town, 
doesn’t mean you have to stay “small 
town.” Countless success stories have 
come from small towns, basements or 
garages. That’s where the best stories 
start. I also want to tell you, don’t 
compare your path to anyone else’s, 
you are doing “you” on YOUR and Gods 
time. I had friends get married right 
out of school, or in their early 20’s and 
they are happy as can be, but that 
wasn’t my path. Remember to always 
keep your head up and know that no 
matter where you come from, your 
destination is always one step away.

 Would you like to share your story? 
Successes, Hardships, Lessons Learned, 
Words of Advice for our students. 
 Email: lshackleford@acpsd.net

 

Christopher Salley, Class of 2008



Current Trends Sept. 2020

hair & makeup tips with Ølivia

• hair: instead of drying your 
hair with a towel , dry it with a 
cotton t-shirt ; less frizz and no 

damage!

•    makeup: to get the perfect 
winged eyeliner , use a piece of 
tape on the corner of your eye 

and �ll in!

 

Salayah's  Top 5 Books!
1. The Selection

2. The Elite
3. The One
4. The Heir

5. The Crown
6. The Siren

7. The Bethrothed
Author: Kiera Cass

Checkout this set today!! Ian's Top 5 Movies of 2020!
1. Mulan

2. I'm Thinking of Ending 
Things

3. Invasion
4. You Should Have Left

5. The Rental

The Waggler Sta�
Mrs. Leah Shackleford, Advisor
Olivia Anderson, Salayah Walker, Ayreanna Wood, Joe 
Rouse, Ian Woodward Quay Carter, Zhykira Brown, 
Ramona Foulks, Trey Romines, Maliah Harris, Ayanna 
Seawright, & Hailey Whittle



Joe Knows
 Shoes!
By: Joe Rouse

Top Shoe Releases for Sept. 7, 2020
1. Nike Air Vapor Max 2020 "Dark Gray"

2. Adidas Yeezy Quantum
3. Off-White Jordan 4 "Sail"

Top 3 Ranked by Shoe Experts in Design
1. Off-White Jordan V

2. Ben & Jerry by Nike SB Dunk Low Chunky Dunky
3. Travis Scott by Nike SB Dunk Low

What's Playing??
        Hip Hop
1. NBA YoungBoy- 
All In, Kacey Talk
2. Lil' Baby-We 
Paid- The Bigger 
Picture
3. Moneybag Yo- 
Said um, Me Vs. Me
4. Future- Some 
More
5. Rod Wave-Letter 
to Houston, TX-
Thug Motivation

           Pop
1. The Weeknd- 
Blinding Lights
2. Harry Styles- 
Watermelon 
Sugar
3. Cardi B. Ft. 
Megan Thee 
Stallion-WAP
4. DaBaby Ft. 
Roddy Rich0 Rock 
Star
5. Lewis Capaldi- 
Before You Go

Alternative/Rock
1. Oliver Tree-Hurt
2. Lil' Peep- Ghost 
Girl
3. Bring Me The 
Horizon 
w/Yungblud- Obey
4. Twenty One 
Pilots-Cut My Lip
5. XIX-Kismet

Country
Chris 
Stapleton- 
Starting Over
2. Gabby 
Barrett- I Hope 
Ft. Charlie Puth
3. Jason 
Aldean-Got 
What I Got
4. Lee Brice- 
One of Them 
Girls
5. Lauren 
Alaina & Lukas 
Graham- What 
Do You Think 
Of?

Playlists by Quay 
Carter & Olivia 
Anderson


